Willoughby Hills United Methodist Church

Support The Hills
Youth Ministry
52 Club Fundraiser
Now is your opportunity to join the 52
Club for 2018. What is the 52 Club? This
is a “club” for people who would be willing
to donate $1 a week to the youth ministry
for activities, supplies, and mission work.
You will be honored with a special dinner
at the end of the year. You can make your
donation weekly, monthly, or all at once,
it’s up to you. Simply fill out a registration
form (these are available on the Information and Activities Table) and return to
Anne Horvath or the church office to signup to support the youth ministry in this
way. Thank you!
Super Bowl Sub Sales Fundraiser
This year we are trying something a little
new. The youth will be selling lunch boxes
for Super Bowl Sunday as a fundraiser for
SPORTSCAMP SCHOLARSHIPS. Sandwiches available will be ham, turkey, or
veggie sub or a Caraway Catering Chicken
Salad Croissant. The boxes will also come
with a bag of chips and a cookie. The boxes
will cost $7 and orders will be taken from
January 1 to 28. Order forms will be near
the Information and Activities table or available from any youth. Orders will be available for pick up on Sunday, February 4. •
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of these mission opportunities are once a
year and others are continuous. I would
like to generate a directory of sorts for
all the missions we actively support. This
would be a help for getting others in our
congregation, both new and longer term
members, involved in missions that touch
their heart.
In this directory I would like to mention
the mission project/program name, its
main function(s), web site (if there is
one), when it takes place, and contact
person within the congregation. I’ll take
a shot at starting this directory but I’ll
need help from all of you as I’m certain I’ll
miss some and will need to fill blanks for
others.
ed.— if you have any of this information,
please send it to Bill. Thanks! •

Kids4Christ
Kid’s Choir
Choir runs the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th
Sundays at 10:30am in the fellowship hall.
We are learning new songs!
We hope your child can join us as we
are learning songs for Music Sunday &
Christmas! The Kid’s choir will be singing
at Music Sunday (end of 9:30 & beginning
of 11am). Christmas eve we will be singing at 9:30am.

Kid’s Quest
9:30am & 11am (each week except the
first Sunday of each month for Family
Worship)
Thanks to all who made the Angel
breakfast and the kid’s Christmas pageant
so much fun! And thank you to all who
helped make the RFK Club Kids Christmas
brighter! •

A Call to Prayer
2018 is going to be one of transition for
WHUMC – in fact for many churches on
our Western Reserve District! There will
be new pastoral leaders here, and at
Willoughby UMC, and at Mayfield UMC
as well. And those are just the ones that
have been announced as yet! So, you are
asked to pray for our District Superintendent, Rev. Sondra Snode, and for Bishop
Malone, and for the whole appointive
Cabinet, as they seek God’s will as to who
will step into these pulpits and lead the
churches. •

Royal Family KIDS
Club 53
Greetings from Royal Family KIDS Club 53
based out of Willoughby Hills, Ohio!
We are affiliated with Royal Family KIDS

From Our New Missions Celebrating Our Membership!
Chair, Bill Hines:
Congratulations to the following members of our congregation who will reach milestone
One of the best things about our congregation is how we support Christ’s
message through our many mission
activities. There are so many it’s easy to
forget how many opportunities in which
we as a congregation participate. Some

years of membership this month!
Celebrating 57 years
Elaine Hale

Celebrating 10 years
Marge Knaus

Celebrating 24 years
Betty Braun
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Congratulations, and thanks
for your continuing service to
the Lord through WHUMC! •
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Camp 271 and we continue to build upon
the relationships started at camp between
our young royal campers and our wonderful volunteers, so the magic from camp
can continue throughout the school year.
Each Royal Family KID who attends our
Royal Family KIDS Club is matched with
a caring adult mentor. The mentors meet
one-on-one with the kids at some time
during the month and then all the mentors and kids also attend our monthly club
session at a community center with other
Royal Family KIDS adult and teen volunteers.
Our four-hour club meeting begins with
gathering time, board games, brown bag
breakfast, and chit-chat while we wait for
everyone to arrive. Then we move into our
worship time. We also delve into the Royal
Family Kids Curriculum. This year’s theme
is “Find Your Treasure” and we are trying
to help the kids identify some of the character strengths that God has given them.
We make craft projects, play games/
sports, do some service projects, eat
lunch, and HAVE FUN! We also have some
special outings throughout the school
year. We went to a farm and rode in a
hay wagon, picked pumpkins, and petted
goats after our October club meeting.
Some of the mentors and kids went out to
the movies after our November meeting.
We have gone bowling, roller-skating, and
to the zoo after other club meetings, and
we have developed the tradition of attending a Lake County Captains baseball
game in May, as our final club meeting of
the school year. Throughout the year, we
celebrate birthdays and recognize special
achievements.
This is our 5th year of being a Royal
Family KIDS Club and we try to partner
with caregivers to support our kids so
good things can happen in their lives at
home. We have sent our kids home from
the November club meeting with bags full
of Thanksgiving dinner for the families
the past two years (Many of our children
would not have had turkey on Thanksgiving, otherwise). Our host church adopted
our Royal Family KIDS for their Angel Tree
mission and provided the kids with Christ-

Pastor’s Pen
Ah, yes. Time once again for our annual frustrating foray into futility.
New Year’s resolutions.
I confess, I’ve made them. A couple of the good ones.
Lots of years ago it was to quit smoking. Thank God that one eventually worked.
Lose weight. Exercise more. (big sigh) Oh, well…
We all have the best of intentions. We know what will be better for us. If we could just
muster up enough self-control to make it happen. We’d feel better about ourselves.
We’d be healthier. We’d have more energy. We’d get along better with other people.
If we know a change would be so much better for us, why don’t they last longer than
they do?
There could be several reasons. It could be how resistant we are to change. It could
be about how comfortable we are in our current routine.
But I wonder if sometimes the issue isn’t who’s helping us in the effort? For a lot of
us, we go it alone. Maybe because we don’t want anyone else to realize that we are
trying to keep that resolution – almost like if we tell someone what our birthday wish is
when we blow out the candles, it won’t come true.
There’s a Bible verse that speaks to this effort – it’s one of my favorites because I
relate to it so well. The writer of Romans, Paul, shares honestly about his struggle with
this. Romans 7:15, 18a, & 19 says this: “I do not understand what I do. For what I
want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do… For I have the desire to do what is good,
but I cannot carry it out. For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not
want to do—this I keep on doing.”
How honest is that! Paul goes on to say that there is hope when it comes to these
changes. The hope comes in the form of help; help from God’s own Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:12b – “if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will
live…” If we want to see real change happen in our lives, just making a resolution is a
‘low-power’ way of making it happen.
Two things improve our hope of success.
1) We can realize that the change we want to make has a spiritual component, and the
Spirit is willing to help us.
2) We can realize that going it alone makes it harder than it needs to be. Some kind
of covenant partner – another person or a group of people who will encourage us and
travel the journey with us – these will help us to stay with our commitment.
Paul sums it up in Romans 7:24 and 25, when he says, “What a wretched man I am!
Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God—through Jesus
Christ our Lord!”
Want to keep that resolution this year? Start with prayer, find someone to share, and
get to it.
Blessings, and a Happy, Christ-filled New Year.
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mas presents (and the families with bags of food) for the last two
years. (Many of our kids would not have had presents or much
to eat, otherwise). We are looking forward to making Christmas
cookies and singing carols with our Royal Family Kids at our
December Club meeting. Our club tries to follow the Royal Family
KIDS mottos of “Treating People Royally” and “Making Moments
Matter”. We hope our Royal Family KIDS realize how special they
are and that God has a good plan for their lives.
We would love to have you join us at Royal Family KIDS Club 53
if you feel like making a difference in the life of a child who has
come from a hard place. (Volunteers must go through training
and a background check, but we would love to have you join us).
If you are unable to volunteer at this time, but would like to help,
please consider making a tax deductible donation or putting us
on your prayer list.
Blessings to you during this holiday season!
Sincerely,
Sandy Hanson,
Mentoring Director, Royal Family KIDS Club 53
sandyhansonpt@gmail.com, 216-832-1789 •

Conferences, Districts and Charges…
Oh, My!
For those new to the United Methodist Church (and a good
number who are ‘lifers’), the organization of congregations within
the United Methodist Church is unfamiliar. Because we are a
connectional denomination (meaning that we are linked together
with other churches in common beliefs and undertakings), we
have an organizational structure that assists us in governance
and mission. So, before a brief review of the districts and annual
conferences of which Willoughby Hills UMC has been a part, first,
a review of the organizational structure of the United Methodist
Church itself!

a District Superintendent who usually serves for a six-year term;
Rev. Sondra Snode is the current District Superintendent (DS)
for the Western Reserve District. The DS oversees ministry in the
district as well as performs many administrative tasks in coordination with local churches and the Bishop. More information on
the Western Reserve District can be found online at http://www.
eocumc.com/westernreserve/
The next largest organizational level is the
“Annul Conference,”
often just referred to
as “the conference.”
There are over 50
Annual Conferences
in the United States.
A Conference is a collection of districts and
Willoughby Hills UMC
is part of the East Ohio
Conference. As the
UMC.org site states,
“The annual conference is a geographical entity, an organizational body (made up of elected lay and clergy members), and
a yearly meeting. It is the fundamental body of the church.” The
map shows the districts – in purple -- making up the East Ohio
Conference. The yearly meeting of the East Ohio Conference is
held at Lakeside Chautauqua on Lake Erie in northwest Ohio in
June of each year.

A pastoral charge consists of one or more churches under the
spiritual leadership of a minister or ministry team. Willoughby Hills
UMC is considered a “charge.” You will sometimes hear the annual congregational meeting (or church conference) referred to as
a “charge” conference. This is the smallest – most local – level of
organization in the United Methodist Church.
The next level of organization is the “district.” Willoughby Hills
UMC is part of the Western Reserve District. A district is simply a
collection of local churches (charges) in a geographical area and
there are over 400 districts in the United States! Our district covers a large area of northeast Ohio to the Pennsylvania state line,
and is bounded by the North Coast, Canal and Mahoning Valley
districts. There are over 50 United Methodist congregations in
our district. Some are large and their names are familiar – Mentor, Willoughby, or Chardon, while others are smaller and may
not be familiar – Amboy, Kinsman, or Wildare. Each district has

Much administrative and mission work is accomplished through
the annual conference. The East Ohio website (http://www.
eocumc.com ) contains a great deal of information about the
various activities that United Methodists undertake at the conference level. East Ohio also has several other media pages: https://
www.facebook.com/eocumc , https://twitter.com/eastohioUM ,
https://www.youtube.com/user/EastOhioUMC , and https://www.
flickr.com/photos/eocumc . Bishop Tracy S. Malone currently
leads the work of the East Ohio Conference.
Sometimes, two local churches are served by the same pastor.
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This happens with bishops, too! Each bishop is assigned to an
Episcopal Area, which can be one or more Annual Conferences.
We are in the Ohio East Episcopal Area, which just happens to be
the same as the East Ohio Conference.
Annual conferences in the United States are then combined into
five Jurisdictional Conferences, again organized along geographical lines, made up of between eight and fifteen annual conferences. East Ohio is part of the North Central Jurisdiction, made
up of annual conferences from the states of Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota,
and Wisconsin. Check out http://www.ncjumc.org for additional
information.

and churches for discernment and decision-making. Wesley
described Christian conferencing as a spiritual discipline through
which God’s grace may be revealed. At every level of the connection, church leaders and members come together in conversation,
or conferencing, to discuss important issues and discover God’s
will for the church.”
Opportunities to become involved in local church, district and
annual conference activities abound! Come join the conversation
and let us together “discover God’s will” for our church – Willoughby Hills UMC – where we are…

Beyond this is the General Conference, which encompasses all
United Methodists throughout the world! The General Conference,
“the primary legislative body” consisting of delegates elected
by annual conferences from around the world, meets every
four years and, as the UMC.org website explains, “…is the only
entity with the authority to speak on behalf of the entire United
Methodist Church.” For more information on General Conference,
check out the website http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/generalconference .
Whew! Although there are multiple layers of organization, most
church members deal most frequently with their own congregation and district. Representatives from each congregation are
elected to attend annual conference and they then communicate
their activities back to their respective congregations.
But district and conference boundaries are not set in stone!
Although Willoughby Hills UMC has not changed its location, what
has changed are the districts and conferences to which it has
belonged! A February 1970 article in “Together/News Edition
– Ohio East Area” listed factors considered when redistricting
occurred. These included: “geography, cohesiveness, distance,
socio-economic factors, availability of resources and leadership,
communication, etc.”

“Joyfully Helping God Heal Broken Lives”
For more information and statistics, check out:
www.umc.org/who-we-are/constitutional-structure
www.umc.org/who-we-are/organization-church-as-connection
www.umc.org/who-we-are/annual-conference
www.umc.org/news-and-media/united-methodists-at-a-glance •

When Willoughby Hills Methodist Church was first chartered,
it belonged to the Cleveland District and was in the North-East
Ohio Methodist Conference. In 1968, when the Methodist Church
became The United Methodist Church, the conference name
was changed to the North-East Ohio UMC. In 1970, districts
were reorganized and Willoughby Hills UMC became part of the
Painesville District in the new East Ohio Conference. Although
the conference has remained the same, in 2005, the districts
were again reorganized and WHUMC became part of the Western
Reserve District.
But no matter in which district or conference Willoughby Hills
UMC found itself located, the “connexion” which John Wesley,
Methodism’s’ founder, began, remains an important aspect of
ministry within the worldwide United Methodist Church. As UMC.
org reminds members, “the connectional structure of The United
Methodist Church…. [provides]… the primary groups of people
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