Willoughby Hills United Methodist Church

Salkehatchie Fundraiser
It is time again for our MEN and BOYS vs.
WOMEN and GIRLS Coin Drive to raise
money for Salkehatchie. From May 1-31,
there will be collection jars in the Welcome Area. Drop in your coins and folding
money to support your team! •

Graduate Recognition
On Sunday, May 20, we will be recognizing graduates (at any level) at both services. We would like to recognize anyone
who has graduated since last June or will
graduate this year. If you know someone
that fits this category, please turn in the
name of the graduate, school, degree if
relevant and a digital photo to Anne Horvath at whumcyouth612@gmail.com •

Welcoming New Faces
Sunday, July 1st is going to be a big day.
That’s the day we welcome Pastor Max
Beery and his wife, Carroll to WHUMC.
Please join us for a reception between
services. Introduce yourself and say ‘hello’!
The Celebration Committee has many
activities planned to help the Beery’s
become familiar with our congregation and
our community:
1. We are looking for members of the
congregation willing to host a Coffee Chat
with Pastor Max. This would be a small
gathering of church members in your
home for an informal ‘get-to-know-you’
session. You provide the space, coffee and
dessert. If you are interested, please contact Laurel Howes at laurelhowes123@
gmail.com. We’d like to schedule 4-6 of
these during the summer and early fall.
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2. To help the Beery’s get to know Willoughby Hills and the surrounding area
we want to compile a directory of favorite
places in our area: coffee shop, place to
hike, lunch spot, beauty salon, etc. There
is a form for you to fill out on the Information and Activities table. Please return
them to the Church by the middle of May.
If you have any questions, please see Laurel Howes or Jane Carle or Betsy Race – all
members of the Celebration Committee. •

Secret Sisters
This is a program open to any women in
our church. It runs from May this year to
May next year. We pair you up with another sister and you pray for her and do little
things throughout the year to make her
feel special and loved. It doesn’t require
a lot of money. We only ask for 5-6 small
“gifts” for the year. We do a big reveal at
the end with a dinner together. For more
info see Sharen Ott or Marie Grme
Women’s Group: Every one welcome!
May 20 @5:30pm-7pm: Church
“Uninvited”

June 24 @5:30pm-7pm: Church finishing
the Uninvited Book
July 6 @7pmGirls Night Out: TBD
Aug 9@7pm Girls Night Out: TBD •

Save the Dates!
Here are some important dates to put in
your calendar as we prepare for Pastor
Dana’s retirement.
Friday, June 1st. Youth Dinner with Pastor
Dana. Details to be announced. See Anne
Horvath for more information.
Sunday, June 10th. Donuts with Pastor
Dana. For kids from preschool to fifth
grade. Join Pastor Dana in the Fellowship
Hall at 10:30am for sweet treats and a
special time together. See Marie Grmek
for more information.
Sunday, June 17th. Pastor Dana’s last
Sunday in the pulpit at WHUMC. There
will be lots of special things happening at
both services and a reception, with cake,
between the services.
Immediately following the 11:00am service come to Campbell Park for a chicken
barbecue! Chicken and side dishes will be

Celebrating Our Membership!
Congratulations to the following members of our congregation who will reach milestone
years of membership this month!
Celebrating 59 years
June Mortensen

Celebrating 30 years
Bill Kavalecz

Celebrating 49 years
Dottie McTighe

Celebrating 21 years
Lynne Ehlert
Sandy Hanson
Eric Hanson
Janet Mills

Celebrating 39 years
David Baldwin
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Congratulations, and thanks
for your continuing service to
the Lord through WHUMC! •
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provided. Please bring your own beverages (water will be available) and a dessert
to share.
Please come and fellowship with Pastor
Dana and Martha. Let’s say farewell and
we’ll meet again soon! •

Worship in May
May 6 “Carried to Completion” (Phil 1:6)
Communion
May 13 “Every Mess Comes with Bad
Options” Mother’s Day Kids Choir Sings!
May 20 “Living Loved” a message from
Marie Grmek and Anne Horvath
Pentecost Sunday and Graduate Recognition* Congregational Select at 11
May 27 “Prayer/Spiritual Disciplines”
June Birthdays celebrated at the end of
the 9:30 service •
Kids4Christ

Special Dates
• June 10 Donuts with Dana at 10:30am.
The kids will have a special time to talk
with Pastor Dana before he leaves.
• June 17 No Programming today so
we can all see Pastor Dana before he
retires. There will be a celebration of his
service to our church family on the 17th.
• July 9-13th VBS & SPORTSCAMP.
Registration is open!
• July 19: Give Back Day: Senior Center
• July 31: Give Back Day at McKinley
Center
• Aug 19: School supply drive for Special
needs and Food Drive for “End 68
Hours of Hunger”
KID’S QUEST @9:30am and 11:00am
Each Sunday, except the first Sunday
of the month is Family Worship; Easter,
Christmas Eve & Music Sunday
Classes: Preschool–1st and 2–5th grade
What we will learn about:

Pastor’s Pen
“Oh, the joys of those who trust the Lord... O Lord my God, you have performed
many wonders for us. Your plans for us are too numerous to list. You have no equal.
If I tried to recite all your wonderful deeds, I would never come to the end of them.”
This passage is from what King David wrote in Psalm 40, and it fits pretty well into
what’s happening here at WHUMC in the near future.
We’re in a time of transition. Some of us will experience this as the school year
comes to an end. Our schedules change. All of a sudden, the kids no longer have
to be up-and-at-’em for the bus or the walk to school. And some of them are getting ready to take that next big step – leaving the nest and heading out to prepare
for the wider world.
And there’s another transition coming, too – what it is has slipped my mind ☺
Someone once said that everything changes. Even the pace of change is changing.
And it isn’t slowing down.
That’s why the passage from Psalm 40 fits for us in this season of WHUMC’s life.
Transitions can feel threatening. It’s easy to find a reason to be anxious and worry
about what change might bring. But God speaks to us truly through his Word: “Oh,
the joys of those who trust the Lord...” David looked back over the history of his
people to see how God’s plans had been fulfilled. He could eve look back over his
own life history – which was full of bad choices, dangerous situations, and political
intrigue. Either way, David knew that God’s faithfulness was undeniable.
So as our own transitions rise up, and seem to come faster and faster, we can
remember that nothing is coming that God doesn’t already see. We can find peace
in knowing His plans for us are in place.
When I entered the pastoral ministry 35 years ago, Bishop James S. Thomas was
the episcopal leader of the East Ohio Conference. He had gathered us together for
an all-day retreat at Montrose Zion UMC. At the end of the closing worship, he gave
us a benediction that I have remembered clearly ever since. With that remarkably
authoritative, mellifluous bass voice of his, he said, “God has a plan for your safe
return home. Co-operate with it.”
God has our futures in his hands. He is fully aware of the choices we will make
– the wise, the not so wise, and the downright foolish. But he still has a way of
helping us navigate what life will bring. He has a plan for our safe return to him. All
we have to do is co-operate with it.
So, to all who are going through transitions, hear what David said. If you’re getting
a little nervous or anxious about what the future might bring, try to recite all of
God’s wonderful deeds, you’ll never come to the end of them.
Blessings,

April 8, 15, 22: Jonah
April 29: 10 Commandments
May 13, 20, 27: Noah
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Kid’s Choir
Choir runs the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th Sundays at 10:30am in the
fellowship hall. We are learning new songs! We hope your child
can join us as we have fun with Mrs. LeAnn!
Family Challenges
EAT THIS BOOK: This is a family challenge set up to help your
family read the Bible together.

Summer Challenge Coming Soon
Don’t forget to say a prayer of blessing over your child today!
“The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine
upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord turn his face toward
you and give you peace.” Numbers 6:24-26
We will have another challenge coming soon! Check out our
Facebook page: WHUMC KIDS4Christ •

There is a grand prize that will be chosen from the families that
participate and hand in their form at the end. We are giving away
one SPORTSCAMP scholarship! It’s getting close to the end,
hope you are enjoying this adventure!

Continue reading at on the next page
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A Potpourri of Unknown-Amazing-Surprising Things That
You didn’t Know About the First Methodist Church to Serve
the Western Willoughby, Ohio Area
1. Willoughby Hills United Methodist Church was not
the first Methodist Church to serve this area. The
first Methodist Church was what eventually came to
be called Willoughby Ridge, a church that began in
the fall of 1821 as a Methodist “class” through the
efforts of Rev. Alfred Brunson (1793 – 1882), a
circuit rider for the Grand River Circuit of the
Pittsburgh Conference of the Methodist Church.
2. Willoughby Ridge was located near a shop owned by a current member of
Willoughby Hills UMC. Laurel Howes owns a consignment shop named “It’s
So You Boutique” that is located in the same general area as Willoughby
Ridge. The church was described as being near the corner of what are now
SOM Center Road (OH91) and Ridge Road. It was located approximately
where Howell Insurance Agency has their building on Ridge Road.
3. There wasn’t a Wickliffe, Willoughby Hills, or even a Willoughby when the
seventeen-member Methodist class on the Ridge began. The area was known
as Chagrin Township until 1834. Other names used for this general area
were Charlton and Abbot’s Mill.
4. Existing records provide rather descriptive biographies of early Ridge
preachers. For example, the Reverend Philip Green, who was a circuit rider
from Ashtabula to Hudson, was described as “… a stout-built man, with
coarse features, plainly clad, and a stern appearance. He had a sharp,
piercing voice, which he used rather too freely. He was a good man and a
good preacher.”
5. After first meeting in a home (the usual way that Methodist classes began),
there apparently were three different buildings constructed for what became
the Willoughby Ridge congregation. Variously called “one of the first church
buildings erected in northern Ohio” and “one of the first buildings erected in
Northern Ohio,” the first building was a log structure, then a small frame
structure, and, finally, the church that apparently stood on the property into
the 1920s.
6. A revival that occurred around 1821 – 1822, added seventy people to the
Ridge congregation. According to an 1823 publication, “Darby's Edition of
Brookes' Universal Gazetteer; or, a New geographical dictionary” by William
Darby, the population in Chagrin Township was only 733 about that time!

7. What eventually was known as the “Willoughby Circuit” included
Willoughby, Willoughby Ridge, Mentor Plains, the Kirtland Society, and the
Little Mountain Society at various times. Eventually the congregation that
became Willoughby Ridge was associated with Willoughby Methodist as an
“afternoon appointment.” In other words, the pastor of Willoughby
Methodist would travel to the Ridge congregation on Sunday afternoon to
provide worship services.
8. A current member of Willoughby Hills UMC is a descendent of a founding
family of the Ridge church! In 1825, the Ridge Church was formally
established with the following charter members: Reynold Brott, Miss Maria
Bunt/Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. Hezekiah Ferguson, John S. Ferguson, Martha
Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Mapes, Lewis Miller and his three daughters,
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Worallo, Mr. and Mrs. William Worallo, Mr. and Mrs.
Amasa Worallo. Jane Carle is the daughter of Catherine Ferguson Riisness,
the granddaughter of Albert Waterbury Ferguson, the great-granddaughter
of Albert Desbersy Ferguson, the great-great granddaughter of Finley and
Olive Atkinson Ferguson, and the great-great-great granddaughter of John
and Mary Ferguson!
9. Within ten years of the first class meeting, the Ridge Church produced its first
licensed preacher – William S. Worallo (1801-1848). He was received into
the Pittsburgh Conference in 1834 and appointed to the Cleveland Circuit.
He was described as “… one in whom was combined an affectionate father, a
laborious and useful minister, and a firm and unyielding friend to the
interests of the church of his early choice. He was faithful in the discharge of
all his private, social, religious, and public duties.”
10. Place names changed, but the church – and congregation – did not move. Not
only did the Ridge Church earn a new township name… but it also acquired a
new county! Known as Chagrin Township in Cuyahoga County, the township
renamed itself in 1834 to “Willoughby,” hoping to attract Dr. Westel
Willoughby to create a medical school there. In 1840, Lake County was
created from parts of Cuyahoga and Geauga Counties, and thus the
Willoughby Ridge Church now was located in Willoughby Township, Lake
County, Ohio.
11. Controversy and contemporary events were not absent from Willoughby
Ridge. A newspaper letter writer complained about a “Mr. Mix” (possibly
Lorenzo Dow Mix) who gave a pro-slavery sermon at Willoughby Ridge in
1853. Other events at the church include Temperance and Anti-Saloon
League meetings as well as an 1894 vote on whether women should be
admitted to the Methodist General Conference. Results for Willoughby Ridge
were: 11 – No and 0 – Yes.

12. The Reverend Dr. Charles
Hendrickson (CH) Stocking, who had
family connections to both Willoughby
Township and Willoughby Ridge,
returned to the area on 27 October 1878
to rededicate the renovated Willoughby
Ridge Church that had been built in 1870.
Stocking, a graduate of the Methodist
Willoughby Collegiate Institute,
graduated from Garrett Biblical Institute
after Civil War service with Company E of
the Ohio 105th Infantry and had preached
his first sermon on 22 January 1869 in
Maryville, Missouri.
13. The interurban and other
improved transportation and
communication systems marked the
decline of family farms in the Ridge area
during the Gilded Age, as the farms were
turned into summer homes and country
farm residences for Cleveland’s wealthy
elite. Martin Snider, who was the son of a
Dayton, Ohio cooper and eventually
became the treasurer of Standard Oil,
purchased what was most likely
Ferguson family property that surrounded the Ridge Church, as well as
Willoughby Township School #9 which was built next to the church. Snider
renamed the 90-acre property “Spring Grove Farm.” The book “The Country
Estates of Cleveland Men” described the farm in this way: “By means of tiling
and underdraining, Mr. Martin Snider has made what was formerly supposed
to be an unproductive tract of land, develop into what is now considered one
of the finest farms of the vicinity.” Spring Grove Farm had a large wooded
area, a “big apple orchard” and was called “unpretentious.”
14. Willoughby Ridge Church was separated from Willoughby Methodist and
“attached” to Collinwood Methodist in 1904, a congregation that moved
several times in the early 20th century. Willoughby Ridge remained attached
to Collinwood until 1915 when retired pastor CH Stocking returned to serve
Willoughby Ridge without pay as an “evening-time” appointment. He lived
nearby at the Stocking family farm during his pastorate and served the
congregation for nine years.
15. Serendipitous Surprise #1: Letters from CH Stocking to his daughters
survive in the University Archives of the College of William & Mary in

Williamsburg, Virginia. In one, CH Stocking described what his life at
Willoughby Ridge was like in 1919:
“… I have been walking the more than a mile each way on Sunday, and seeing
a congregation of from 7 to 9 persons old and young gathered for the
worship on the Lord’s day. It was reduced this morning to 3: - 1 adult, Mrs.
Pierce and two little ones [from research these are believed to be more
Ferguson family descendants, possibly Mrs. Charlotte Wicker Pierce and her
sons, Lawrence and Clarence]. On last Monday the district superintendent,
Dr. Luce, and I held a consultation over the matter, and he told me he thought
I had been holding on to the work out there already a great deal longer than
it was reasonable to have thought possible. He said no body else would have
thought of doing what I have done – for the last two years furnishing the coal,
building the fires, playing the organ and preaching the sermon, and all this
for a wee handful of people. So at the end of this June my fifty years in the
pastorate with five months added will end.”
16. Yes, THAT Halle! The second wedding at Spring Grove Farm featured on
Cleveland newspaper society pages was that of Salmon P Halle’s daughter.
Marion Halle married Dr. A Strauss in 1920 with Rabbi Englander from
Cincinnati performing the ceremony in the living room. Salmon Halle
founded The Halle Brothers Company with his brother Samuel. Samuel’s
estate is better known as it eventually became Penitentiary Glen, one of Lake
Metroparks larger properties. By the way, the FIRST society-noted wedding
at Spring Grove farm was that of Florence Snider and Alfred Brewster in
1913. Martin Snider had died in 1918 and Spring Grove Farm apparently
was sold to Salmon Halle about that time as there are no newspaper society
page mentions of the Snider or Brewster families at Spring Grove after 1917.
17. In September 1924, “letters of removal were given to the last few members
of the Ridge Church, most of whom transferred to the Willoughby Methodist
Church” and
the “Annual
Conference
ordered the
church to be
sold.” Some
of the
proceeds
were to go to
Willoughby
Methodist
(and
apparently
were donated

prior to 1949).
18. Serendipitous Surprise #2: In the Smithsonian there is a cotton quilt, 105
inches by 73 inches that was presented to CH Stocking and donated by his
daughter, Ruth Stocking Lynch in 1966. On the quilt are over 1000 names!
The names have not yet been transcribed, but many are believed to have
been from members and friends of the Methodist Churches at which CH
Stocking served, including, possibly, Elyria and Wooster. For more
information about the quilt, see the website
https://www.si.edu/object/nmah_556448
19. In the late 1920s, the land and buildings that had comprised Willoughby
Ridge Methodist and School #9 were all apparently sold or demolished.
Salmon Halle expressed interest in purchasing the church property but
stated that the building [the church] “was valueless.” Monroe A Loesner
purchased the school property. By 1929 the final merger of Ridge Church
with the Willoughby Methodist congregation was completed.
20. Local newspapers featured articles on 1 June 1940 discussing the special
Memorial Service to be held at Willoughby Methodist to unveil a special
plaque honoring
Willoughby Ridge
and
commemorating
“their faith and
loyalty.” Bishop H
Lester Smith from
the Cincinnati area
delivered the
memorial address.
“At the end of the
service, A. W.
Ferguson
representing the
trustees of the
Ridge church,
announced that,
when the Ridge
church property
was disposed of, a
substantial part of
the money
received was to go
to the Willoughby
Methodist
Church… This sum

was added to the Julia F. Boyce Fund, but on the
records it is still considered a separate fund.”
21. Final serendipitous surprise: As part of
the celebration of the 200th anniversary of the
Willoughby United Methodist Church, banners
were created that featured information about
Willoughby Ridge! And right near them was the
1940 plaque.

But there’s more! Mysteries, that is!
Mystery #1 – CH Stocking gave a 34,000-word manuscript to the Willoughby Library
in 1928 titled, “The Story of a Much Traveled Methodist Preacher as Told by
Himself.” Where is it today?
Mystery #2 – Elijah Ward was another local preacher in the Willoughby area. Was
this the same Elijah Ward who was part of the Whitingham Circuit in New England
and a fierce critic of Mormons?
Mystery #3 – What actually happened to the Willoughby Ridge Methodist Episcopal
Church building? Was it moved? Torn down?
Mystery #4 – What are the actual property transactions and when did they occur?
Where was the log cabin church located? Was that on Ferguson family property?
When did Salmon Halle purchase the property? For what was the property used
between the time Salmon Halle purchased it and Pine Ridge Plaza was built?
Information for this compendium of intriguing facts was obtained from local
newspapers of the time, the resources of the Willoughby Historical Society and the
Archives of Ohio United Methodism, the University Archives of the College of William &
Mary, the Smithsonian, Ancestry.com, as well as numerous online resources. Many
thanks to all who assisted.
Much more research into this faithful Methodist congregation is needed—and
anticipated – so that their story can be told in full. For although they did not know
these words as their mission statement, it is certain that they would agree that their

mission was “ to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
And they succeeded.

